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1. Introduction and strategic context

The Regional Innovation Strategy of the Central Bohemian Region (where appropriate also the
Regional Research and Innovation Strategy for Smart Specialisation of the Central Bohemian
Region;! hereinafter also referred to as the CBRIS or the CB RIS3) is a strategy document aimed at
pursuing an innovation policy that supports the region’s development towards an advanced economy
based on the use and development of economic and knowledge-based specialisation and on the
consideration of the needs and challenges facing the region. In the future, this should be based
primarily on all kinds of innovation in all areas of society, advanced technologies and services, high-
value-added production, skilled and creative people, and small and medium-sized enterprises that are

thriving and ambitious.

The CB RIS exists alongside other strategies at various levels (see the diagram below) and seeks to
synergise with them and make a tangible contribution to them in the form of a coordinated effort at
the level of the Central Bohemian Region.
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been assigned a coordinator (this was originally the Office of the Government of the Czech Republic).
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The purpose of the closest national strategy — the National Research and Innovation Strategy
Smart Specialisation of the Czech Republic (hereinafter also referred to as the “National RIS3”) - is
to boost economic growth and the transition towards a knowledge-based economy with the vision of
a “Resilient knowledge- and innovation-based economy”.

Regional innovation strategies take into account factors specific to the local innovation ecosystem
and the economic specialisations in individual regions and define priority areas from the perspective
of regional government and regional stakeholders. To achieve this goal, i.e. to transform the
economy into a knowledge-based economy, support instruments financed nationally, regionally, from
the European Structural and Investment Funds, and from other foreign sources, are deployed. It is for
this reason that the CB RIS also serves as a regional strategy for smart specialisation (RIS3) and
satisfies the so-called “enabling condition”® for research and innovation to be financed from
European funds for the 2021-2027 period.

This CB RIS also responds to the Central Bohemian Regional Development Strategy for 2019-2024
and Outlook to 2030, which was approved by the Central Bohemian Regional Assembly in November
2019 and is the region’s principal conceptual and development document.

Besides pursuing the purpose described above, the CB RIS mainly frames the region’'s own activities
related to innovation policy. It provides a meaningful account of how the region has developed in
recent years, based on a problem analysis of the regional innovation landscape, while also taking
into account trends — especially in technology and society — around the world. Its objectives are built
on this groundwork.

2. Methodology underlying the
elaboration of the CB RIS

This version of the CB RIS was prepared between autumn 2022 and June 2023. It was conceived as a
major update in response to an external evaluation of the current progress in 2022, which yielded
numerous recommendations. Besides secondary statistical data on the macroeconomic
development of the region, the performance indicators of individual economic sectors, and research
and development activities, the update primarily covered a number of working groups with innovation
ecosystem stakeholders in order to discuss the revised problem analysis, the main trends influencing
the innovation environment, the vision and objectives proposed for the strategy, and possible
activities to achieve the objectives.

The strategy was updated by the Central Bohemian Innovation Center. Ahead of its approval by
regional bodies, the strategy was discussed by the Central Bohemian Competitiveness Council,
which is a coordinating and partnership body for the region’s innovation policy that brings together
organisations from the research, public and corporate spheres.

This approach to the update of the CB RIS is also based on the way the “entrepreneurial discovery
process” has worked to date.This is the process where the region, or more precisely its RIS team,
involves entrepreneurs, researchers and representatives of other triple/quadruple helix entities in the
activities of the region’s innovation platforms, educational and other events, and support
programmes.

3 - see Regulation (EU) 2021/1060 of the European Parliament and of the Council
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